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Massacres in the East: A setback for peace 


IN a mid-night raid on Alanchipoth- 
ana village in Polonnaruwa District, 
armed men massacred 58 Muslim 
civilians on 29 April. Within hours 78 
Tamils were killed in two adjoining 
villages Muthugala and Karapola. 
Over 150 people were injured and 
children and women were among the 
victims in both massacres. The Sri 
Lankan government has accused the 
Liberation Tigers of Thamil Eelam 
(LTTE) of carrying out the attack on 
the Muslim village. The LTTE have 
denied involvement stating that the 
government is attempting to 
jeopardise moves at highest levels to 
cement the rift between the Tamil and 
Muslim communities and also point 
out that it had become customary in 
Sri Lanka to accuse the LTTE for any 
violence. 


It is also unclear as to who was 
responsible for the attack on the 
Tamil villages. According to the 
government, Muslims who escaped 
from Alanchipothana killed the 
Tamils in retaliation and the Army 
says that they were unaware of the 
incidents until 6.30am although the 
villages are situated only six miles 
from the Welikande army camp and 
several other army posts lie in the 
vicinity. At the time of the attack 
there were, according to reports, 27 
policemen, 12 home guards and 45 
armed civilians in Alanchipothana 
who had fled after initial resistance. 
Futhermore, press reporters were 
allowed into the Muslim village, take 
photographs and interview the 
victims, but were prohibited by the 
army from entering the Tamil villages. 
Some observers in the East believe 
that the massacre of the Tamils was 
carried out by the army and the 
police. 


Many others say that the attack on 
the Muslim village may have also been 
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carried out by the army and point to 
the contentious issue of the merger of 
the North and East. The Tamil parties 
and groups, even those opposed to the 
LTTE, have indicated that they would 
withdraw from the Parliamentary 
Select Committee and the whole 
peace process if whatever solution 
that is proposed excludes the 
permanent merger of the North and 
the East. President Premadasa has 
said that in relation to the merger of 
the two areas, he would accept any 
proposal jointly made by the Tamil 
and Muslim parties and has urged 
discussions. It is said that hawks in 
the government and the army had 
masterminded the attacks on the 
villages fearing consensus between the 
Tamil and Muslim parties on the 
merger issue. Massacres on this scale 
would surely spell doom to the 
negotiations! 


Welikande was a Tamil area prior 
to extensive government- sponsored 
Sinhalese colonisation which gained 
momentum immediately after 
independence. Even the Village 
Headman (Grama Sevaka) was a 
Tamil. The area was known by a 
Tamil name and was situated within 
the Batticaloa District. Boundary 
adjustments by the government in the 
1950s brought the area under 
Polonnaruwa District and was 
targeted for colonisation. Under the 
Mahaweli Development Scheme large 
number of Sinhalese and Muslims 
were settled on Tamil lands. In several 
areas this was achieved after driving 
the Tamils out with the assistance of 
the police and the army. 


Names of the Tamil villages were 
changed to Sinhala. Alanchipothana 
was earlier known by the Tamil name 
Alagipattu. The Tamil name 
Muthukal was changed to Muthugala. 
There are several shops in Alanchi- 


pothana owned by Sinhalese 
businessmen. People in the East say 
tension prevailed in the village before 
the attack as a result of disputes 
between the businessmen and the 
Muslim population. 


Because of past incidents the 
immediate suspicion for the masscre 
in the Muslim village has fallerf on the 
LTTE. However the ultimate 
responsibility for civilian lives must lie 
with the government which is 
dragging its feet over the resolution of 
the national conflict to perpetuate the 
tenure of the power-hungry on the 
throne. The lives of thousands of 
civilians mean nothing to the 
government whose sole aim is to 
retain power. Furthermore it must be 
pointed out that if such massacres of 
civilians continue the government 
would not be able to claim that it has 
control over these areas. 


Whoever committed these brutals 
killings must realise that the conflicts 
that exist between the Tamil, Muslim 
and the Sinhalese communities cannot 
be resolved by such atrocious crimes. 
The massacres must be condemned at 
the highest levels by the international 
community and concerned organisa- 
tions and individuals in Sri Lanka. 
They must demand an immediate 
inquiry into the killings and for the 
publication of the findings of such 
inquiry. If an inquiry is not held the 
truth may never be known and the 
communities will continue to blame 
each other widening the divide still 
further. It would be pertinent to say 
here that the Muslims must not allow 
themselves to be used as political 
pawns in the hands of the high and 
mighty. The problem must be 
approached carefully and solutions 
found on the basis of justice and 
equality¢ 
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Denise of the Select Committee 





The Parliamentary Select 
Committee to recommend ways and 
means of achieving peace and political 
stability in Sri Lanka, is heading 
towards failure as predicted by “Tamil 
Information’. The Committee is 
affected, according to reports, by a 
number of conflicts within and is also 
facing interference from sources close 
to President Premadasa. 


SLFP MP Mangala Moonesinghe’s 
motion to appoint a Select Commit- 
tee was adopted unanimously in 
Parliament on 9 August. The motion 
called for the appointment of a Select 
Committee, 


a) to arrive at a political solution to 
the question involving devolution of 
power to the Northern and Eastern 

Provinces; 


b) to prevent- 
i) the disintegration of the nation; 


ii) the killing of innocent civilians, 
members of the armed forces and the 
youths fighting for a cause; 


iii) the increased militarisation of the 
culture of violence in the country; and 


c) to achieve peace and political 
stability and utilise the reduced 
defence expenditure for rapid 
economic growth and national 
development. 


Nava Sama Samaja Party (NSSP) 
leader Vasudeva Nanayakkara moved 
an amendment to the motion which 
said that the “Government should call 
for a ceasefire and agree to talk to the 
LTTE without condition”. But this 
amendment was ruled out of order by 
the Speaker. 


The Select Committee was 
appointed on 15 November 1991 
comprising 43 MPs, 23 from the 
Government and 20 from the 
Opposition and Mangala Munesinghe 
himself was chosen as chairman. The 
Committee began its work by calling 
for representations from the public. 
The famous “Thondaman proposal” 
was also submitted to the Committee. 


All political parties have submitted 
proposals, except the two major 
parties, the ruling UNP and the 
opposition SLFP. Observers say that 
this is a fundamental problem that has 
Stalked Sri Lanka since independence 
- actions by either party solely to gain 
or retain power without any regard for 
national interests. Each party in this 
case is waiting to see the other party’s 
proposals so that a massive campaign 
may be launched against such 
proposals in the pursuit of power. 


President Premadasa says that he 
believes that the Select Committee 
would make its recommendations 
before the end of 1992 and assures 
that the Government would 
implement the proposals. Observers 
believe that he will ensure that the 
Committee functions for a long time 
so that the real purposes for which it 
was appointed may be achieved. 
Those “real purposes” appear to be to 
gain as long a time as possible to . 
pursue a military solution and to 
deflect any intervention by the 
international community. Countries 
expressing concern and desire to 
become involved in the peace process 
have been told that the magical Select 
Committee would cure all Sri Lanka’s 
ills. 

The All Party Conference (APC) 
which was also given the task of 
solving the national problem has 
become redundant since the 
appointment of the Select Committee 
after discussing for over two years. 
Party members who attended the APC 
say that President Premadasa was 
uninterested and attended only a few 
meetings and his attitude towards the 
APC made its proceedings ineffective. 


Questions are being asked whether 
the Select Committee would submit 
proposals that will be acceptable to all 
parties. The permanent merger of the 
North and the East has become a 
contentious issue and some MPs 
believe that the Select Committee 
would not recommend the merger of 
the two provinces or more power to 


the devolved unit than that of the 
Provincial Councils. Outside 
Parliament too there is vehement 
Opposition to the merger. In these 
circumstances would any proposal by 
the Select Committtee serve any 
purpose? 


A solution to a national problem of 
such dimensions as in Sri Lanka 
cannot be solved without the 
Government party and the Opposition 
parties agreeing on substantial 
devolution of power. The LTTE has 
indicated that an alternative proposal 
to Tamil Eelam would be examined. 
Such a proposal must ensure that all 
communities in Sri Lanka live without 
fear and with dignity and equality 





Increase in 
death rate in 
Jaffna reported 


Around 11,500 people were 
reported killed in violent incidents in 
the Jaffna District between 1981 and 
1990, its was revealed by Jaffna 
University Senior lecturer K.Kugaba- 
lan at a Siminar on ” Recent losses in 
the North and causes ”. During this 
period 43,941 deaths have been 
registered in the Jaffna and 
Vadamaratchy registration divisions. 
Death rate began increasing in 1980 
and during the period 1981-90 death 
rate rose by 13.4%. The increase has 
been as a result of deaths caused by 
Sri Lankan Army and the Indian 
Peace Keeping Force (IPKF). During 
the two and a half years when the 
IPKF was occupying the Tamil 
homeland, death rate increased by 
82.6% than any other similar period. 
Between 1981 and 1990, the deaths of 
4978 children have been recorded¢ 
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Discrimination in 
recruitment 


Only 10% of the 140 positions for 
accountants in the North-East have 
been filled, according to reports. As a 
result the Assistant Government 
Agents’ offices in the Tamil 
Homeland are facing tremendous 
difficulties in serving the people. The 
Pradeshiya Sabhas in these areas 
require 70 accountants. A circular 
(No 15/90) by the Ministry of Public 
Administration and Provincial 
Councils dated 1 January 1990 states 
that in recruitment the ethnic ratio 
should be applied. Accordingly, the 
1990 recruitments should have been 
on the ethnic ratio. But of the 64 
appointments 56 were Sinhalese, six 
were Tamils and two Muslims. On the 
ethnic ratio 16 persons should have 
been appointed from the minority 
groups. The 1990 accountants 
examination was held on 15 August 
1990 while war raged in the 
North-East and curfew was in force. 
Tamils in these areas were unable to 
appear at the examination. Following 
the examination 126 persons were 
appointed in October 1991. Only six 
Tamils and four Muslims were 
selected although 22 Tamils and 7 
Muslims should have been appointed. 
The appointment letters to the Tamils 
were issued in Sinhala. Of the 105 
persons appointed after the Grade II 
Auditors examination in October 
1991, only two were Tamils¢ 





Colonisation 
continues in the 
East 


Government sponsored Sinhalese 
Colonisation is taking place around 
the Kalkudah army camp in the 
Batticaloa District. The EPRLF has in 
an urgent letter to President 
Premadasa has requested for halting 
of the Colonisation. 


The Sinhalese have been settled in 
houses around the camp which had 
been vacated by the Tamils who 
earlier fled the area fearing army 
attacks¢ 


Tamil Information No. 9 


TIC ACCESSION LIST 


A Selection of documents received by TIC in April 1992 





NS 
Vilippu (a Tamil newspaper) 


Jaffna: LTTE Political Wing: 
26-02-1992 

4p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Self Help / Colonisation / 
Armed Struggle 


PB 


Y Care International: part of the 
worldwide YMCA movement. 
Newsletter no.5. London; spring 1992. 
5p. 


DESCRIPTORS: Y Care Activities / Nigeria / 
Armenia / Liberia / Middle East 


SHR 662 
Tambiah, S.J. 


Sri Lanka: Ethnic Fratricide and the 
Dismantling of Democracy. Chicago: 
The University of Chicago Press; 
1986. 

xi; 198p. 

DESCRIPTORS: History / Political Violence 


GFL 246 


Government Agent, P.A. Dyke, and 
Religion in the Northern Province of 
Sri Lanka, (Ceylon) 1829-1867 by 
B.E.S.J.Bastiampillai. Sri Lanka: 
Vidyodaya University Jubilee Volume. 


300-328 p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Northern Province / Religions 
/ British imperial policy / Famine / Relief 

GFL 245 


Social Administration in North Sri 
Lanka (Ceylon) in the mid nineteenth 
century: a review of the diverse duties 
of a colonial provincial administrator 
by E.S.J.Bastiampillai. Sri Lanka: 
Vidyodaya University; January 1986. 


25-37p. ; 
DESCRIPTORS: Northern Province / Economy / 
Infrastructure / Administration 


SHR 661 


Sathiyamum Atharkethirana 
pooraddankalum by Vekujanan and 
[ravana (Text in Tamil). Jaffna: 
Puthiya Poomi Veliyidu; 1989. 


144p. . 
DESCRIPTORS: Caste discrimination / 
Struggle / Liberation Movements 


PC 4533 


The Socio-Economic and Cultural 
Background of Batticaloa District by 
V.LS. Jayapalan. Sri Lanka: Economic 
Review; April 1991. 


Vol 17; No.1; 4p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Eastern Region / Culture / 
Economy / British reforms / Caste System / 
Social system /Tamils_ 


SHR 660 


The Trapped People Among Peace 
Makers and War Mongers by 
University Teachers For Human 
Rights: Report No.9. Jaffna: UTHR; 
18th February 1992. 

31p. 

DESCRIPTORS: Human Rights Violations / 


Peace Proposals / LTTE / Eastern Province / 
Northern region / Civil Rights Groups 


GFL 1 
Ragupathy, P. 


Tamil Social Formation in Sri Lanka: 
a historical outline. Madras: Institute 
of Research and Development; 1986. 
12p. 


DESCRIPTORS: History / Settlements / Tamil 
Homeland 


GFL 247 
Abdul Raheem, M.S. 


Yalppana Muslimkal Vatalarum 
Panpadum. Jaffna: Islamuya [lakkiyak 
Kalakam: 1979. 


xiii, 168p. 
DESCRIPTORS: History / Muslims / Culture / 
Associations / ReligionR 


GFL 248 


Rajanayagam, D.H. 


The concept of a Tamil Homeland in 
Sri Lanka: its meaning and develop- 
ment . Australia: South Asia; 1990. 


VoLxiii; No.2; 19-110p. 
DESCRIPTORS: Vanni region / Tamil- 
Homeland / Political Parties / Tamil / Economy / 








APRIL DIARY 





April 1 


PLOTE ENTERTAINS 
UNIVERSITY STUDENTS: 
PLOTE entertained 230 Jaffna 
university students who attended the 
Mahapola ceremony held at Matale 
and accorded them a reception at 
Vavuniya. 


LTTE CAMP ATTACKED: Forty 
soldiers and 72 LTTE cadres were 
reported killed in a clash following an 
attack on a LTTE camp in Manal 
Aru. 


BODY RECOVERED FROM 
LAGOON: The body of Meera 
Saiboo was recovered from Valai- 
chenai lagoon. 


April 2 


POLICE SEARCH HOUSES IN 
TRINCOMALEE: House searches 
intensified and check on family 
identity cards continued in Trincoma- 
lee. Refugees returning from India 
were sent to their home areas in 
Trincomalee Mannar and Vavuniya. 


RELIGIOUS CONVERSION OF 
TAMILS: Association of Buddhist 
Monks requested the assistance of 
President Premadasa in ordaining 100 
Tamil youths to Buddhist priesthood 
to coincide with the 2300th year of 
the introduction of Buddhism in Sri 
Lanka. 


KILLING IN CHEDDIPA- 
LAYAM: A youth named Devanaya- 
gam Santhiralingam was shot dead by 
unidentified persons in Batticaloa. 


April 3 


OPERATION IN CHEDDIK- 
ULAM: Curfew was declared in the 
areas Outside the control of the army 
in an attempt to extend army control. 
No details of the operation were 
available but transport through 
Thandikulam was not possible due to 
the curfew. 


PROTEST DEMONSTRATION: 
Over a thousand people marched in 
procession from Thalankuda to 
Arapattai, Batticaloa protesting the 
recent grenade attacks and shooting 
which resulted in children and elders 
being injured. They demanded 


protection against such attacks. 


YOUTH ARRESTED IN 
COLOMBO: Twenty five Tamils in 
Colombo were arrested on the streets 
and in vehicles. Anxious parents were 
unaware of their whereabouts. 


April 4 


BOMBING IN SACRED EARTH 
CAMP AREA: Col. Sarath 
Munasinghe said that “Sacred Earth” 
camp area was being bombed and 
alleged that this area was the hide-out 
of LTTE leader V. Prabakaran during 
the IPKF period. 


April 5 


REFUGEES FEAR TO 
RETURN: RMR Ramachandran, 
President of the All India United 
front for Repatriates announced that 
Tamil refugees in India are fearing to 
return to Sri Lanka because of the 
tense situation there. 


April 6 


TIGERS KILLED AT IRALAK- 
KULAM: The JOC reported the 
killing of 6 Tigers by security forces 
while on patrol in Batticaloa and said 
the papers found on the men killed 
confirmed their identity. 


April 7 


GALE DAMAGE IN 
VAVUNIYA: Over 50 buildings 
were damaged due to gales in 
Vavuniya. 


April 8 


REFUGEES RETURNED 
FROM INDIA: One thousand five 
hundred and four families were 
returned to Sri Lanka. On arrival, 64 
families left for their homes in 
Trincomalee. The rest were sent to 
reugee camps. Of these, 105 families 
are from Jaffna. 


April 9 


UDUGAMPOLA INDICTED: 
Attorney General’s department 
indicted the former DIG Udugampola 
and the editor of the Aththa 
newspaper. The DIG’s charges against 
the government include killing of 95 
Opposition supporters by death 


squads. 


SUB-INSPECTOR INJURED: A 
Sub-Inspector was injured when a 
grenade was thrown at a jeep on 
patrol at Kallady, in Batticaloa. 


April 10 


BOMB ATTACK ON BUS: 
Twenty five persons were reported 
killed in an explosion in a bus in 
Ampara. The bomb completely 
destroyed the bus and set two buses 
ablaze. The bus stand and nearby 
shops were damaged. Ten bodies 
could not be identified and 15 were 
removed to the hospital. 


DEMONSTRATION OPPOSITE 
THE AMERICAN EMBASSY: 
Scuffles broke out between police and 
a group of Muslims shouting 
anti-American slogans over the 
Libyan sanctions. Banners and 
placards were confiscated and 4 
persons were arrested and later 
released after interrogation. 


April 11 


ATTACK ON SOLDIERS: In a 
LTTE ambush in the Muttur- 
Pachchanur area in Trincomalee, 14 
soldiers were killed and 6 others 
injured. 

April 12 


NEW YEAR AT POLICE 
STATION: Over 50 Tamils from the 
North- East staying in lodging houses 
at Maradana were taken to the police 
station on suspicion. The elderly were 
released on New Year evening and 
the rest spent the day in custody. 


April 13 


ESTATE WORKERS 
ATTACKED: Unidentified persons 
attacked workers at Elverton Estate 
and one was admitted to hospital with 
serious injuries. Workers struck work 
demanding action against 2 officers 
alleged to be behind this attack. 


April 14 


' BOMB AT WAREHOUSE: 


Confusion reined in the Trincomalee 
town after an explosion in a 
warehouse at Sirimavopura. 


EC ————————————————————————— 
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RELEASE OF DETAINEES: 
The JOC announced the release of 60 
persons after questioning in the 
presence of the citizen’s committee in 
Kalmunai. They were arrested during 
a cordon and search operation. 
Security forces in Oorany fired on 
suspected LTTE men.The body of a 
LTTE member with a grenade beside 
was recovered in the search that 
followed the shooting. 


April 15 


PEOPLISATION IS NOT 
PRIVATISATION:The Plantations 
Ministry in a report states that 
plantations will not be privatised. The 
agreement for managing the estates is 
only for 5 years and stringent 
conditions have been imposed on the 
agencies, according to the Ministry. 


April 16 


REGULATIONS ON WOOD: 
The government promulgated 
regulations prohibiting possession of 
wood in excess of 75 cubic feet by an 
individual.The regulations are to 
prevent illicit felling and illegal sale of 
wood, the government said. 


April 17 


HILLCOUNTRY ARRESTS: 
Reports say that only 11 out of 47 
hill-country youth held in detention 
have been released. Parents who 
visited the Magazine Prison in 
Colombo on information that the 
others were to be released returned 
disappointed. 


April 18 


ATTACK ON TROOPS: Troops 
clearing mines between Thallady and 
Vankalai camps were ambushed by 
about 150 Tigers. In the clash that 
ensued 10 soldiers and 20 Tigers were 
reported killed. Six Soldiers were 
injured. Reinforcements used canons 
to attack the Tigers. 


OPPOSITION MPS VISIT 
REFUGEE CAMP: Food 
distribution, relief payments and 
transport were matters discussed at a 
conference held at the Batticaloa 
refugee camp presided over by the 
Government Agent.It was revealed 


that the hospital lacked refrigeration 
facilities for the last 1 1/2 years. Tamil 


‘MPs expressed satisfaction after 


visiting Veechukalmunai, Kallady and 
Kalliyankadu refugee camps. 


April 19 


LTTE ATTACK IN VAVUNIYA: 
The LTTE attacked an Army patrol 
leaving from Vedappuliyankulam and 
allegedly writhdrew after reinforce- 

ments arrived. The number of 
casualties were not known. 


April 20 


BODY RECOVERED IN POINT 
PEDRO: The body of 50 year old 
S.Umapathy was found on the beach. 
He was one of the 28 fishermen who 
put out to sea on this day. A search 
for the rest of the group was on after 
a lone survivor K.Shanmugalingam 
returned and informed that the Navy 
had attacked their boats. 


April 21 


FOOD STAMPS: The government 
sources say that the number of 
persons receiving food stamps in Sri 
Lanka has increased from 1,268,767 to 
1,401,387 as a result of the severe 
drought. 


April 22 


REFUGEES LEAVE FOR 
VAVUNIYA : Three hundred and 
fifteen families who returned to 
Trincomalee on 8th from Tamil Nadu 
left by train to villages in Jaffna, 
Vavuniya, Kilinochchi and Mannar. 


April 23 


SOLDIERS KILLED IN 
LANDMINE : JOC reported the 
death of two soldiers and injury to 
five persons in a landmine explosion 
at Kunjikulam in Mannar District, 
while troops were moving between 
two camps in Vankalai. 


April 24 


NO COMPENSATION FOR 
DEATHS: Compensation has not 
been paid for over one and a half 
years in respect of over 780 deaths 
and disappearances in Veeramunai, 
Sorikalmunai and Karaitivu, according 
to EPRLF. 


April 25 


SKIRMISH AT KOKKUTHO- 
DUVAI: Six Soldiers and several 
LTTE cadres were reported killed 
when an army patrol came under a 
claymore mine attack. Sources said 
that Tigers dragged away their dead. 
Two soldiers were reported injured in 
this incident. 

April 26 


LTTE MEMBER KILLED: | 
According to the government LTTE’s 
Batticaloa intelligence chief R. 
Nithiyanandan was shot dead at 
Ayithiyamalai. 

April 27 


LTTE REJECTS PROPOSALS: 
LTTE rejected the 13 point proposal 
of the Buddhist delegation because of 
the inclusion of the concept that 
whole of Sri Lanka was the homeland 
of all three communities. 


April 28 


HOME GUARDS MUST BE 
REMOVED: A. Anbalagar of the 
National Union of Workers who 
visited the Batticaloa refugee camps 
said that Home Guards were 
harassing the public and requested the 
government to replace them with 
police officers . 


April 29 


MONKS TO RETURN TO 
JAFFNA: The Buddhist delegation 
which visited Jaffna said in Colombo 
that they would return to Jaffna with’ 
fresh proposals and would pursure a 
peaceful settlement. 


REFUGEES RETURN BY 
PLANS: One hundred and ten 
refugees of 35 families were returned 
from Tamil Nadu by Indian Airlines 
and arrived in Trincomalee. 


April 30 


ARMY ADVANCES IN 
VAVUNIYA: The Army advanced 
beyond Cheddikulam in Vavuniya and 
heavy bombing was carried out by the 
airforce in the area . 
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Sustained Economic War against 
Tamils 


Since independence successive 
governments of Sri Lanka have 
ensued economic deprivation of the 
Tamil homeland and since the 1970s 
violence has been perpetrated aimed 
at destroying the economic infrastruc- 
ture. Following the resumption of 
fighting in June 1990 between 
government forces amd the LTTE, in 
a carefully calculated move, the 
government adopted a policy of 
unannounced economic war against 
the Tamils in their homeland. This 
policy runs alongside its well 
publicised military action against the 
LTTE. The undeclared economic war 
has caused immense hardship to the 
Tamil population. 


A deliberate policy of denying the 
energy needs is soundly in place: 
Electricity supply from the national 
grid remains cut off. Food supply is 
severely restricted. These two combine 
to cripple whatever transport that was 
available until June 1990. Lack of 
electricity and fuel have devastated 
the agricultural and food sectors. Both 
production and distribution have 
suffered. This coupled with disruption 
to the food supplies from outside have 
made the food situation worse 
resulting in malnutrition and 
starvation. 


The ban imposed on the transport 
of matches, candles, soap, torch light 
cells etc. has very little to do with the 
military effort but goes a long way in 
ruining the economy of the North. 
Restricted food supplies to the North 
covered 40% of the food requirement 
and 30% shortfall was met by 
improvised local output. The balance 
30% could not be made good and 
reflects the starvation level prevalent 
in the North. 


Restrictions placed on drugs and 
medical supplies are aimed at creating 
a sick and unhealthy population which 
again affects the economy in the 
North. It discourages physical effort, a 
vital need in a war situation. The ban 
on newsprint, non-availability of 
educational material and laboratory 
equipment have a long term effect on 
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literacy and educational standards. 


The ingenuity and tenacity 
displayed by the population have 
somewhat blunted the effects on the 
economy. Labour intensive measures 
have replaced those dependent on 
electricity and fuel. Cycling has 
become the only available mode of 
travel for all irrespective of age and . 
sex. Traditional and age-old practices 
for drawing water tilling the soil and 
processing food have enabled the 
population to partially overcome the 
energy shortage. 


Alternative medicine and therapies 
have become more common and so |, 
are cottage industries. Substitute 
crops and food have been adopted to 
keep starvation levels to the 
minimum. Efforts of non-governmen- 
tal agencies like ICRC, REDD 
BARNA, FORUT and SARVO- 
DAYA have helped to dampen the 
effects of the economic blockade. 


A concerted effort by the 
International community is required 
to bring pressure on the Sri Lankan 
government to abandon its economic 
blockade of the North which is a 
flagrant violation of human rights. 
Only such an action could ensure that 
the Tamils in the North enjoy their 
fundamental right to exist as human 
beings¢ 





Refugees die in 
Tamil Nadu in 
India 


Fifteen Tamil refugees reported to 
have died of diarrhoea in the Trichy 
refugee camps in Tamil Nadu since 
January 1992. Reports say, over 
10,000 refugees are housed in nine 
camps in Trichy. Drinking water and 
sanitation facilities are inadequate in 
these camps and the refugees died 
after drinking polluted water. Health 
checks are not available for refugees 
in many camps¢ 





Red Cross 
Appeals for help 


Reports from the North indicate 
that babies born in 1989 under 2 kg. 
in weight sttod at 18%. But the figure 
for 1991 had jumped alarmingly to 
23%. According to Dr Nachchinark- 
kiniyan, head of the Jaffna Red Cross 
Branch and the former Director of the 
Jaffna Teaching hospital, if the 
conditions continue as they are at 
present the 1992 figures could be 
worse. The effects of malnutrition in 
babies could lead to a generation of 
stunted individuals both physically 
and mentally. The Red Cross chief has 
appealed to the government and 
others to help arrest malnutrition 
among children and nursing mothers¢ 





Five Hundred and 
Fourty Two Patients 
die in Jaffna 
Hospital from 
January - March 


According to reports from the 
Jaffna Hospital, the total number of 
deaths registered during the months 
of January and February is 425 and 
the deaths registered for March 1992 
is 117. 


Over 10 registered deaths were 
victims of attacks by the security 
forces while over 15 were victims of 
road accidents. Reports also siggest 
that more than 25 people have 
committed sucide while 10 had fallen 
into wells and ponds. The rest 
reported to have died of illnesses such 
as malaria, hapatitis, brainfever, 
cancer, diabetes and diarrhoea. 


It was further reported that the 
hospital is understaffed and lack 
facilities to provide proper care for 
patients. According to doctors 
working in the hospital - 247s premier 
Aospital in the North is 50-75 yrs 
behind in providing the medical 
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PROMISED 
ASSISTANCE 
DENIED TO 
RETURNEES 


K. Aruleswaran (35 yrs.) from 
Kaluwanchikudy volunteered to 
return from Tamil Nadu and was on 
the first ship back. He was sent to 
Batticaloa with Rs. 500 on arrival. At 
Kaluwanchikudy he continues to live 
as a refugee without rehabilitation 
assistance. He claims that they were 
made to understand that Rs.2000 in 
cash,subsidies and loans would be 
made available on their return. 
Officials are saying that they are 
unaware of any such arrangements¢ 
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FATHER SEEKS 
CUSTODY OF SON 


The father of S. [lancheliyan, one 
of several youths apprehended by the 
army from Akkaraipattu Roman 
catholic church where they took 
refuge has sought custody of his son. 
On the intervention of the Citizen’s 
Committee a few were released but 
not his son. Army commander and 
Attorney General cited as respondents 
were given time till 8 May to file 
answer¢ 





YOUNG TAMIL 
BURIED ALIVE 


Batticaloa MP Joseph Pararaja- 
singam has called for an immediate 
inquiry into the recovery of the bodies 
of Thigambarajah Sivakumar (23 yrs) 
and Rasalingam Maheswaran (25 yrs) 
who had been accosted by unidenti- 
fied persons in sarongs on 19 April. 


Their bodies were dug out close to 
the Meeraaodai Home Guard Camp. 
Autopsies revealed that one had been 
beaten to death while the other had 
been buried alive 


INTERNATIONAL 
JUDICIAL 
INQUIRY URGED 


The Parliamentary Human rights 
Committee had stated that the 
unprecedented human rights 
violations during the present UNP 
regime is an accepted fact within the 
international community. Emergency 
regulations and various preventive 
orders continue to exempt Police and 
security forces from the ordinary laws 
and give them extra powers. Such a 
situation has been exploited by the 
UNP leaders to protect and foster 
their interests. The Udugampola affair 
is a part and a reflection of it. In such 
a Situation it is not possible for a 
government judicial inquiry to act 
impartially on human rights 
violations. The committee has called 
for an inquiry by an international 
organisation comprising members 
from Amnesty International and the 
International Commission of Jurists¢ 


TEN DIE OF 
RABIES 


One thousand six hundred and 
seventy two patients were treated last 
month for rabies in Jaffna and 
Kilinochchi Districts and 10 died. The 
severe drought has caused deaths 
among cattle and dogs become rabid. 
The problem of drinking water has 
worsened in the Islands area. Skin and 
heat related ailments are rampant¢ 








EDUCATION 
DENIED FOR 
EELAM TAMILS 


Forty-one educationists in Tamil 
Nadu have demanded that the 
Government should not deny 
educational opportunities which were 
available upto now. Such a denial 
would be unreasonable as it is 
extended to all refugees from 
Afghanistan, Tibet,Bengal and 
Palestine 


HABEAS CORPUS 
APPLICATION BY 
MOTHER 


Mrs.R. Vasanthaletchumi has 
sought the release of her son 
Suthakaran taken into custody by the 
army while being at the Allaipiddy 
Philip Mary’s church on 25 September 
1990. Twenty four persons taken away 
with Suthakaran were released the 
following day and one of them was 
another of her sons Prabakaran. 
Court allowed time till 28 April for 
the respondents to file answer¢ 





ARRESTS IN THE 
ESTATE 


The Lanka Estate Workers Union 
has highlighted the frequent arrest of 
estate youths. This has added to their 
misery of economic and social 
backwardness. Proposed privatisation 
of the estates threatens whatever gains 
achieved upto now. Even the payment 
of Rs. 200 and Rs. 300 granted to 
offset the living costs were denied to 
the workers. Only the final benefit of 
Rs.100 was made available but that 
too in staggered payment¢ 





REFUGEES 
RETURN TO 
MANNAR ISLAND 


Reports say that 6998 refugees 
belonging to 2068 Tamil and Muslim 
families have returned to Mannar 
Island. The Tamil reguees left the 
Mannar Island in 1990 and sought 
refuge in India while the Muslims fled 
to southern Sri Lanka. 


Around 4700 refugees are 
occupying the welfare centre set up in 
Mannar Island . The rest are housed 
in makeshift sheds or gone to stay 
with relatives and friends. 


The reports further suggest that six 
thousand Muslims wish to return to 
their homeland in Mannar¢ 
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UTHAYAPURAM : 


Tale of a forsaken Tamil Village 


Many villages in the Tamil 
homeland suffer from incessant 
poverty and lack of basic needs. One 
such village is Uthayapuram in Jaffna. 
“Uthayapuram” means “Tising 
village”. 


Covering an area of 7 acres this is - 
home to 206 families whose tale is 
one of misery. Most of the villagers 
settled here have never owned land 
and led a nomadic life prior to 
pitching in at Uthayapuram with a 
longing to make it their permanent 
abode. Fishing is their livelihood and 
had dwelt in the past around 
Gurunagar and Pasaiyoor which 
suited their pursuit. The oppression 
and violence perpetrated by the Sri 
Lankan government in those areas 
caused them immense losses, both to 
life and property. They became 
refugees in their own land. When the 
adjacent village of Manippuri was 
emerging, Uthayapuram area was 
private property,all bare except for 
the bushes. In 1985 it was cleared and 
206 families moved into makeshift 
sheds. The families live in cramped 
conditions. There is lack of basic 
amenities. The village is isolated and 
seems an eternity away from 
civilisation, although other villages lie 
in the vicinity. 

Space available for each family 
precludes the facility of a well or 
toilet and a shed is the only roof over 
their heads. Approach to the village is 
beside the sea as no other road has 
been constructed. This sandy track is 
submerged in sea water during the 
monsoons and becomes a bed of hot 
bricks in the dry season. Conditions 
are So severe during the monsoons 
that a female patient with high fever 
had to be ferried across for treatment. 
Exposed to the lashing rains and 
delayed en route she lost her life 
before reaching the pier on the 
mainland. 


People of Uthayapuram lack the 
basics for education, employment, 
transport, food, clothing and shelter. 
Toilets are found in the dwellings of 
only 5 families. As a result, people are 


, compelled to use the open space on 


the beach. Even 12 year old children 
are without primary education. The 
inevitable social consequences follow. 
Addiction to alcohol, theft and 
quarrels abound. Only a handful in 
the village are educated and the 
others fall easy prey to conmen from 
outside. The environment here is 
highly polluted. 


The makeshift sheds are inundated 
during the rains and the only refuge is 
raised platforms. Prevalent hunger is 
worsened by the rains when the living 


‘space itself is threatened. Salinity 


leads to a never ending dampness on 
the few walls and floors. unsanitary 
condition is reflected in the high 
incidence of disease. Over 90 cases of 
malarial fever are reported in the 
rainy season and treatment is possible 
only at the Jaffna hospital which is a 
far cry. 


The activities of the armed forces is 
a constant threat to fishing, the 
livelihood of the residents. Starvation 
is common among the majority of the 
families. Although representations 
had been made to several officials on 
their plight no interest has been 
shown by anyone. Reports say that the 
Women Front of the LTTE has now 
brought Uthayapuram under their 
village economic development 
programme and propose implement- 
ing several schemes. Initially, a clean 
up of the environment was under- 
taken and an infant school for 46 
children has been established. The 
rest of the children assist their elders 
in any pursuit that brings in a meagre 
earning. Because of the additional 
income the children could bring into 
the family, parents are usually 
reluctant to send them to school. As 
an attempt at tackling malnutrition a 
food supply programme is in 
operation through the infant school. 
A community centre too has been 
provided through villagers’ participa- 
tion. 


Uthayapuram is a new village and 
needs assistance to develop. It is to 
the credit of the villagers that they 
survive in such conditions aggravated 
by military action and the economic 
blockade by the Sri Lankan 


-} government. The International 


community must recognise the needs 
of the village and provide assistance¢ 


Psychological problems 
on the increase in the 
North 


Surveys by Medical and Social Care 
experts have shown that 50% of the 
people in the Jaffna peninsula have 
been psychologically affected directly 
by the war or by stress caused by the 
war Situation. Fear, sorrow, 
helplessness and anxiety have had 
impacts on the children and the aged 
who have wilted psychologically. 
Dejection and lack of confidence in 
the future have led to increasing 
number of suicide attempts. 


Insecurity and tension have caused 
a hugh rise in heart complaints. Jaffna 
Teaching Hospital sources indicate 
that 100 people last year and 29 in the 
first 3 months this year lost their lives 
due to the lack of medicine in treating 
heart ailments. Lack of medicines had 
also resulted in the death of 185 
children last year and 51 in the first 
three months this year in fever- 
diarrhoea related ailments. All these 
children were in the range of one to 
one and a half years of age. Informed 
sources say this figure should be even 
higher as many children die before 
they could be brought to the hospital 
due to the severe transport difficulties 
caused by the ban on fuel. 


Thirty eight patients last year and 
15 in the first three months this year 
succumbed to diarrhoea in the 
hospital due to lack of antidotes. 
From begining of 1991, 15 people 
reported to have died of hydropho- 
bia¢ 
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